Discussion

One focus of discussion in the workshop was the various models of
U.S. bilateral S&T cooperation. Among the oldest and most enduring
examples of such cooperation is the U.S.-Israel Binational Foundation.
Financed on the basis of credits to the United States under the P.L. 480
food assistance program, the Binational Science Foundation (BSF) was
established in 1972 with a board appointed jointly from both countries
and with an emphasis on agricultural and biological research and, to a
lesser extent, on the physical and mathematical sciences. Each funded
project involves some degree of collaboration, ranging from data ex-
change and consultation to side-by-side research. Among the major ad-
vantages of the BSF model are: (1) operation from an endowment so that
it does not require an annual appropriation, (2) operation that is largely
nonpolitical, and (3) binational peer review for quality control. Among
the disadvantages are the facts that (a) little or no money goes to U. S. in-
vestigators (since the work must be carried out in Israel), and (b) the pro-
gram has overextended the amount of interest income available to it.

A second form of bilateral S&T cooperation discussed at the meeting
concerned the various U.S.-Japan cooperative arrangements. The rela-
tionship is based at the governmental level on more than a dozen major
agreements, including most recently the U.S.-Japan Agreement for Co-
operation in Research and Development in Science and Technology,
signed in 1980. Other agreements cover the basic sciences, medical
science, cancer research, natural resources development, transportation
research, nuclear energy, environmental protection, and space. It is
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